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self-sacrifice. I saw, therefore, that I too must perform jw^ur. I
myself could not shoot, but could nurse the wounded, I might
even get Germans to nurse. I could nurse them without any
partisan spirit. There would be no violation of the spirit of com-
passion then. And so I decided to ofler my services. Now, I am
not a private individual, but a public figure. I must also talk to
others. These others are out for fighting and are not opposed to
war. I must address them an unconditional letter, which I did.1
But you must have seen in it a sentence to the effect that we would
unconditionally undertake any work for which we were qualified.
Everyone knows that I am not fit for active service. I could not,
therefore, be asked to fight. This is the explanation for using the
expression "unconditional". The main point, however, is whether
I could even undertake to nurse the wounded. I have explained
it, therefore, at greater length. It is possible you may even then
remain unconvinced* If so, write to me again. I shall keep writing
to you in reply whenever I have time. Gradually, you will come to
see the point. It is after much deliberation that I have taken this
step. Whenever I was questioned there, I used to reply that I
could not even join in ambulance work now. You have seen that
my position is still the same. It is on a level with the idea that
I must not kill a snake. But so long as, in my cowardice, I fear
a snake, I would certainly remove it to a distance, if not kill it
outright. This also is a form of violence. If, while I am i^oaovfag
one, it struggles hard, I should hold it so tight between the ttkb
that it might bleed, and even be crushed to death. Even so, nay
statement that I ought not to kill a make would and must hold
true. So long as I have not developed absolute fearlessness, I
cannot be a perfect satyagrahi. I am striving incessantly to achieve
it, and will continue to do so. Till I havt succeeded, do aB rf y«m
save me [from doing anything wrong] and put up with my cowar-
dice. You should all keep struggling to make yourselves fearios.
Let everyone there read this letter and then send it to Medh.
Afterwards, send it on, or a copy erf" it, to Chi Magaalai, » that
he, too, may have some points explained.
I have written this letter ia three instalments. I am so bofy
even here. I commenced it last week, resumed it yesterday and
finished it today, the [K&rtok mf] 12th2.
1	Ft* "A Confidential Circular'*, p. 527,
2	November 15, 1914

